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LAB 2: “Autopsy of a Pickle” Lab
An Autopsy is a postmortem examination of a body.  Autopsies are performed to determine or confirm cause of death, support findings of other tests, provide information on effects of drug usage, or to reveal congenital defects.  Follow the procedure below with your lab group.  Turn in a report of your findings in words and drawings.  You will need to use your imagination quite a bit!  Use your knowledge of body position terms, body region and cavity terms, and body section terms in your report.  The more precise your report is, the better your final grade will be.  
Procedure:


Stage I:


The exterior of the body should be examined for abnormalities such as wounds or scars from injuries 
or 
surgeries.

· Draw both the dorsal (posterior) and ventral (anterior) views of your cadaver indicating your findings

· Label which is posterior and which is anterior

· Include as much detail as possible

Stage II:

The second stage of the autopsy includes careful examination of many or all of the internal organs.  The anterior cavity (A) is opened by a deep Y-shaped incision (B).  The arms of the Y start at the lateral surface of the shoulders (C) and join at the inferior point of the sternum (D) to form a single cut that extends the midsaggital of the body to the pubic area (E).
· Draw the internal ventral view of the cadaver and the line of incision
· Label A-E

· Include any injuries to organs 

Stage III:

After the ribcage is sawn through, the abdominopelvic region (F) can be opened like hinge doors (G) to expose the internal organs (H).  The contents of the thoracic cavity (I) will also be visible.

· Draw the interior ventral view of the cadaver at this stage of the autopsy.

· Label F-I

· Include any injuries to organs 

* The face, arms and legs are usually not dissected unless there is a specific reason for doing so.

Conclusion:
What is your finding about cause of death of this patient?  Be creative and thorough.  Support your opinion with specific details from the autopsy you just performed. 
** Adapted from Doug Bunch's "Dissect a Pickle"

